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DANGEROUS SEX OFFENDERS — GPS TRACKING DEVICES 

365. Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP to the Minister for Corrective Services: 
I note the minister’s comments from April 2012 on the GPS tracking of offenders. I quote — 

… the crunch on any type of technology like this is how quick will the response time be,” … 
“As you know there have been sexual attacks on young children committed in a matter of minutes, we’ve 
seen that here in Western Australia,” … 

Given these comments noting that sometimes children are at risk in a matter of minutes, why did the minister 
refuse to notify the public of Western Australia of the loss of tracking of tagged sex offenders, unlike other 
jurisdictions such as Queensland, South Australia and the Northern Territory, which made proactive 
announcements in that same theme? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 
I thank the member very much indeed for that question. I think this is the third time he has made that comment. 
I cannot believe the Leader of the Opposition allows this member to continue to publicly make those statements. 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member, just wait. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: I cannot believe it. What the member for Dawesville is asking, and I am sure that the 
Minister for Police has a view on this, is if — 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville, listen! 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: If there is a telecommunications outage, which may affect GPS tracking, what we should do 
is publicly notify the people of Western Australia, as though — 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville, I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: — as though the sex offenders and criminals are not listening to the radio, watching TV or 
covering things on social media. How are we supposed to do that, member for Dawesville? 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: How are we supposed to notify — 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville, I call you to order for the third time. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: I would like the member for Dawesville and the Leader of the Opposition to explain to the 
people of Western Australia how we are supposed to exclude criminals from being notified should there be an 
outage of GPS technology in the way in which he is suggesting. How are we supposed to do that? It is absolutely 
irresponsible and stupid. As I have explained to the media and the member for Dawesville, when that outage 
occurred for a very short period because of Telstra’s problems in another state, the criminals were still being 
tracked by satellite technology. They were still being tracked; nobody went missing. I have explained that to the 
member before. He should just do his homework and stop coming up with suggestions that are irresponsible and 
threatening to members of the Western Australian public. 
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